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part of the entire stock found in the district.
Then I was taken down with the fever and ague
of the worst type. As I could get no medical
relief at Wuhu, I was obliged to return to
Shanghai, where I was laid up sick for nearly
two months. Those two months of sickness had
knocked all ideas of making a big fortune out of
my head, I gave up the Taiping tea enterprise,
because it called for a greater sacrifice of health
and wear upon my nervous system than I was
able to stand. The King Yuen midnight inci-
dent, which came near proving a disastrous one
for me, with the marauding horde of unscrupu-
lous cut-throats, had been quite a shock on my
nervous system at the time and may have been
the primal cause of my two months' sickness; it
served as a sufficient warning to me not to tax
my nervous system by further encounters and
disputes with the rebel chiefs, whose price on the
tea we bought of them was being increased every
day. A dispassionate and calm view of the enter-
prise convinced me that I would have to preserve
my life, strength and energy for a higher and
worthier object than any fortune I might make
out of this Taiping tea, which, after all, was
plundered property. I am sure that no fortune
in the world could be brought in the balance tond till              An we                     and
